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The foregoing screening methods are useful for identifying a ligand 
of a HI1648 protein, perhaps as a lead to a pharmaceutical 
compound for modulating the state of differentiation of an appropriate 
tissue. A ligand that binds HI1648, or related fragment thereof, is 
identified, for example, by combining a test ligand with HI1648 under 
conditions that cause the protein to exist in a ratio of folded 
to unfolded states. If the test ligand binds the folded state of the. 
protein, the relative amount of folded protein will be higher 
than in the case of a test ligand that does not bind the protein. The 
ratio of protein in the folded versus unfolded state is easily 
determinable by, for example, susceptibility to digestion by a protease, 
or binding to a specific antibody, or binding to chaperonin protein, 
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